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§120.100

SBA has imposed a moratorium on li-
censing new SBLCs since January 1982.

SOPs are SBA Standard Operating
Procedures, as issued and revised by
SBA from time to time. SOPs are pub-
licly available on SBA’s Web site at
hitp://www.sba.gov in the online library.

[61 FR 3235, Jan. 31, 1996, as amended at 64
FR 2117, Jan. 13, 1999; 68 FR 57980, Oct. 7, 2003;
72 FR 18360, Apr. 12, 2007; 73 FR 75510, Dec. 11,
2008; 76 FR 63545, Oct. 12, 2011]

Subpart A—Policies Applying to
All Business Loans

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

§120.100 What are the basic eligibility
requirements for all applicants for
SBA business loans?

To be eligible for an SBA business
loan, a small business applicant must:

(a) Be an operating business (except
for loans to Eligible Passive Compa-
nies);

(b) Be organized for profit;

(c) Be located in the United States;

(d) Be small under the size require-
ments of part 121 of this chapter (in-
cluding affiliates). See subpart H of
this part for the size standards of part
121 of this chapter which apply only to
504 loans; and

(e) Be able to demonstrate a need for
the desired credit.

§120.101 Credit not available else-
where.

SBA provides business loan assist-
ance only to applicants for whom the
desired credit is not otherwise avail-
able on reasonable terms from non-
Federal sources. SBA requires the
Lender or CDC to certify or otherwise
show that the desired credit is unavail-
able to the applicant on reasonable
terms and conditions from non-Federal
sources without SBA assistance, tak-
ing into consideration the prevailing
rates and terms in the community in
or near where the applicant conducts
business, for similar purposes and peri-
ods of time. Submission of an applica-
tion to SBA by a Lender or CDC con-
stitutes certification by the Lender or
CDC that it has examined the avail-
ability of credit to the applicant, has
based its certification upon that exam-
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ination, and has substantiation in its
file to support the certification.

§120.102 Funds not available from al-
ternative sources, including per-
sonal resources of principals.

(a) An applicant for a business loan
must show that the desired funds are
not available from the personal re-
sources of any owner of 20 percent or
more of the equity of the applicant.
SBA will require the use of personal re-
sources from any such owner as an in-
jection to reduce the SBA funded por-
tion of the total financing package
(i.e., any SBA loans and any other fi-
nancing, including loans from any
other source) when that owner’s liquid
assets exceed the amounts specified in
paragraphs (a) (1) through (3) of this
section. When the total financing pack-
age:

(1) Is $250,000 or less, each 20 percent
owner of the applicant must inject any
personal liquid assets which are in ex-
cess of two times the total financing
package or $100,000, whichever is great-
er;

(2) Is between $250,001 and $500,000,
each 20 percent owner of the applicant
must inject any personal liquid assets
which are in excess of one and one-half
times the total financing package or
$500,000, whichever is greater;

(3) Exceeds $500,000, each 20 percent
owner of the applicant must inject any
personal liquid assets which are in ex-
cess of one times the total financing
package or $750,000, whichever is great-
er.

(b) Any liquid assets in excess of the
applicable amount set forth in para-
graph (a) of this section must be used
to reduce the SBA portion of the total
financing package. These funds must
be injected prior to the disbursement of
the proceeds of any SBA financing.

(c) For purposes of this section, liq-
uid assets means cash or cash equiva-
lent, including savings accounts, CDs,
stocks, bonds, or other similar assets.
Equity in real estate holdings and
other fixed assets are not to be consid-
ered liquid assets.

§120.103 Are farm enterprises eligible?

Federal financial assistance to agri-
cultural enterprises is generally made
by the United States Department of
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Agriculture (USDA), but may be made
by SBA under the terms of a Memo-
randum of Understanding between SBA
and USDA. Farm-related businesses
which are not agricultural enterprises
are eligible businesses under SBA’s
business loan programs.

§120.104 Are businesses financed by
SBICs eligible?

SBA may make or guarantee loans to
a business financed by an SBIC if
SBA’s collateral position will be supe-
rior to that of the SBIC. SBA may also
make or guarantee a loan to an other-
wise eligible small business which tem-
porarily is owned or controlled by an
SBIC under the regulations in part 107
of this chapter. SBA neither guaran-
tees SBIC loans nor makes loans joint-
ly with SBICs.

§120.105
erans.

SBA will give special consideration
to a small business owned by a veteran
or, if the veteran chooses not to apply,
to a business owned or controlled by
one of the veteran’s dependents. If the
veteran is deceased or permanently dis-
abled, SBA will give special consider-
ation to one survivor or dependent.
SBA will process the application of a
business owned or controlled by a vet-
eran or dependent promptly, resolve
close questions in the applicant’s favor,
and pay particular attention to max-
imum loan maturity. For SBA loans, a
veteran is a person honorably dis-
charged from active military service.

Special consideration for vet-

INELIGIBLE BUSINESSES AND ELIGIBLE
PASSIVE COMPANIES

§120.110 What businesses are
gible for SBA business loans?

ineli-

The following types of businesses are
ineligible:

(a) Non-profit businesses (for-profit
subsidiaries are eligible);

(b) Financial businesses primarily
engaged in the business of lending,
such as banks, finance companies, and
factors (pawn shops, although engaged
in lending, may qualify in some cir-
cumstances);

(c) Passive businesses owned by de-
velopers and landlords that do not ac-
tively use or occupy the assets ac-

§120.110

quired or improved with the loan pro-
ceeds (except Eligible Passive Compa-
nies under §120.111);

(d) Life insurance companies;

(e) Businesses located in a foreign
country (businesses in the U.S. owned
by aliens may qualify);

(f) Pyramid sale distribution plans;

(g) Businesses deriving more than
one-third of gross annual revenue from
legal gambling activities;

(h) Businesses engaged in any illegal
activity;

(i) Private clubs and businesses
which limit the number of member-
ships for reasons other than capacity;

(j) Government-owned entities (ex-
cept for businesses owned or controlled
by a Native American tribe);

(k) Businesses principally engaged in
teaching, instructing, counseling or in-
doctrinating religion or religious be-
liefs, whether in a religious or secular
setting;

(1) Consumer and marketing coopera-
tives (producer cooperatives are eligi-
ble);

(m) Loan packagers earning more
than one third of their gross annual
revenue from packaging SBA loans;

(n) Businesses with an Associate who
is incarcerated, on probation, on pa-
role, or has been indicted for a felony
or a crime of moral turpitude;

(0) Businesses in which the Lender or
CDC, or any of its Associates owns an
equity interest;

(p) Businesses which:

(1) Present live performances of a
prurient sexual nature; or

(2) Derive directly or indirectly more
than de minimis gross revenue through
the sale of products or services, or the
presentation of any depictions or dis-
plays, of a prurient sexual nature;

(q@) Unless waived by SBA for good
cause, businesses that have previously
defaulted on a Federal loan or Feder-
ally assisted financing, resulting in the
Federal government or any of its agen-
cies or Departments sustaining a loss
in any of its programs, and businesses
owned or controlled by an applicant or
any of its Associates which previously
owned, operated, or controlled a busi-
ness which defaulted on a Federal loan
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